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Foreign Affairs he added the War Office, the Treasury,
the Admiralty and the duties of Commander-in-Chief.
He was to be seen at la Rochelle in jack-boots and
breastplate, his sword girt on, serving the guns, taking
charge of the siege-works, and superintending the con-
struction of the famous boom. His health was indifferent,
his life in constant peril, but still his courage was un-
daunted. His indomitable will battered a way, through
every obstacle, to victory.
The fall of la Rochelle meant checkmate to the Pro-
testants. They had been guilty of a twofold crime. Not
content with using their artillery against the soldiers of
the King, they had called in the foreigner to help them.
Their one hope now lay in the clemency of the victor.
It is true that in their first interview with the Cardinal
they endeavoured to make conditions, but they soon
lowered their tone. Their lives were spared.
But the insurrection was not yet over. Repressed at
la Rochelle, it reared its head again in the South.
Richelieu, who was in Italy campaigning with the King,
hurriedly despatched his royal master to suppress this
latest outbreak. The measures taken to effect this object
were stern to the point of cruelty, for the situation per-
mitted of no delay. On the s8th June, 1629, the Due de
Rohan, for the Protestants, and Richelieu for the King,
put their signatures to the Treaty of Ales, thus com-
pleting the discomfiture of the former.
Victorious all along the line, the Cardinal was far-
seeing and astute enough not to press his triumph unduly.
He even prevailed on Louis XIII to mitigate the severity
of the conditions at first proposed. For Richelieu was
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